
Medicare Rx Update: June 2, 2005

The Campaign is formally launched…

Over the past several weeks, we have been providing you information about the limited-income
subsidy (LIS) portion of the Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage. At a news briefing held
yesterday, Secretary of Health and Human Services, Mike Leavitt and CMS Administrator, Dr.
Mark McClellan, along with the Access to Benefits Coalition including the Alzheimer's
Association, Easter Seals, National Alliance for Hispanic Health, and AARP issued a call to action
to ensure that low income Medicare beneficiaries are informed of the availability of a subsidy to
provide them with extra assistance in obtaining drugs under the Part D Prescription Drug Benefit
(releases attached). Also attached are links to the documents that were released at the media
briefing to raise awareness about the drug benefit and extra help that will be available for
beneficiaries.
(http://www.socialsecurity.gov/organizations/medicareoutreach2/Medicare%20App%20Form_102
0_INST2.pdf

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/medicarerxcalendar5-31.pdf
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/drug%20coverage%205-31.pdf
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/factsheets.asp)

.
… and AARP and others want to work with pharmacies!

AARP, the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) and others have informed us
that they are very interested in partnering with CMS and pharmacies at the local level to help
educate beneficiaries and assist in filling out LIS applications at local community and in-store
events. If you are interested in discussing partnership opportunities with these organizations,
please respond to this email with one contact from your pharmacy organization including name,
title, phone number and email address. We will put you in touch with the right people so that you
can establish your partnership directly.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/organizations/medicareoutreach2/Medicare%20App%20Form_102
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/medicarerxcalendar5-31.pdf
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/drug%20coverage%205-31.pdf
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/factsheets.asp


FINAL

A Call to Action from CMS Administrator Mark McClellan, MD, PhD

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is in the process of implementing
the Medicare prescription drug coverage. All Medicare beneficiaries – no matter how
they get their health care today or whether they have existing drug coverage – will be
eligible for drug coverage under a Medicare prescription drug plan.  These plans will
cover both brand name and generic drugs.  And, very importantly, there will be extra help
for those in need, which is why I am writing this message to you today.

We are committed to making sure that everyone who qualifies for that extra help gets it.
Almost eight million people will automatically qualify for extra help.  Beginning in late
May through June, people with Medicare and Medicaid, people in a Medicare Savings
Program, and those who receive Supplemental Security Income will receive a letter from
Medicare telling them they will receive the extra help automatically so they do not have
to apply. The notices may be viewed at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/lir.asp.  If you or a
loved one receives this letter please be assured that this means you or they will have
continuous prescription drug coverage with small out of pocket costs.

Additionally, there is extra help for people who do not automatically qualify but who do
have limited income and resources.  The Social Security Administration (SSA) is
working with CMS to help these people apply for this extra help and get pre-qualified for
this assistance before the enrollment period for the prescription drug coverage plans
begins in the Fall.  Social Security will be mailing a letter and an application to almost 19
million people beginning in late May and the mailings will continue through August.  We
encourage everyone who receives this letter and application to fill out this application so
they can get the extra help from Medicare to pay for their prescription drug coverage.
This letter can viewed at     http://www.ssa.gov/organizations/medicareoutreach2/     on the web. Select
“Application for Help with Medicare Prescription Drug Plan Costs.

We’re committed to making sure that everyone who qualifies for extra help gets it.
Medicare and Social Security will be conducting thousands of community outreach
events in the next six months to let people know about this important and significant
extra assistance for drug coverage.  We are working closely with hundreds of
organizations, community groups and thousands of volunteers to help those who qualify
for extra assistance both know about it and apply.  This is a nationwide grassroots effort,
which will be successful because of the commitment of both national and local
organizations.  This effort must be successful – we must insure that those who qualify for
the extra help complete the application so in November they can enroll in a prescription
drug plan that meets their needs.

Please join us in this grassroots effort – we need your assistance in spreading the word
about the extra help which will be available to help those in need pay for the new and
comprehensive Medicare prescription drug coverage. Please pass this email notice and
information on to other organizations which would share our commitment to making this
program successful and helping millions of Americans cover the costs of their
prescription drugs.

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/lir.asp
http://www.ssa.gov/organizations/medicareoutreach2/


FINAL

Our goal is to make sure that all who might be eligible for extra assistance fill out an
application – getting extra help to pay for comprehensive prescription drug coverage will
help improve the quality of life and health for millions of Americans and I hope you can
join us in this effort.

I ask for your help to make this important part of the implementation of the new drug
coverage a success.

Remember to visit our Partner Center at      http://www.cms.hhs.gov/partnerships/default.asp            to learn about new outreach
developments and resources.

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/partnerships/default.asp


 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact: Scott Parkin, 202-479-6975 
      scott.parkin@ncoa.org 

 
            Statement of James Firman, chair 

           Access to Benefits Coalition 
June 1, 2005 

 
Those with Limited Incomes Should Apply for Medicare’s Extra Help 

The following statement was released at a Department of Health and Human Services 
press briefing this morning. Along with HHS Secretary Mike Leavitt and CMS 
Administrator Mark McClellan, members of the ABC Steering Committee also offered 
comments. 
 
Beginning in January 2006, more than 14 million people with Medicare who have limited 
incomes may start to receive extra help from the government that will pay for between 85 
percent and 100 percent of their prescription drug costs. At least seven million of these 
people will not get this help automatically, so they must apply for it. 
 
People with Medicare who have limited incomes will be substantially better off with this 
coverage. In most cases, they will save several hundred to several thousand dollars in 
2006 by signing up for extra help with their prescription costs. In addition to reducing out-
of-pocket costs in 2006, signing up for the extra help available through the Medicare 
Prescription Drug Coverage will also provide consumers with important protection against 
higher future drug costs.   
 
The 100 national non-profit groups who are members of the Access to Benefits Coalition 
are united in urging all Medicare beneficiaries who may be eligible for the extra help to 
sign up.  We call on community groups and family members to help Medicare 
beneficiaries with limited incomes to learn about and apply for the extra help.    
 
Over the next several months, ABC members and their 56 local Coalitions representing 
hundreds of non-profit organizations – in partnership with the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services and the Social Security Administration -- will be making extraordinary 
efforts to reach out and enroll those who should qualify for the extra help. 
 
The Access to Benefits Coalition (ABC) is dedicated to ensuring that Medicare 
beneficiaries with limited incomes know about and can make the best use of all available 
resources for reducing the costs of prescription drugs, including the extra help available 
through the Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage (starting in 2006). Coalition members 
share an interest in helping millions of people with Medicare likely to be eligible for this 
extra help (including both those aged 65 and over as well as younger persons with 
disabilities who qualify) find the prescription savings they need to maintain their health and 
improve the quality of their lives.  

# # # 


